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Advertisement for Buffalo 
Nurseries, located in the 
future Elmwood district 
area. (1855) 
 
From 
The Commercial Advertiser 
Directory of the City of 
Buffalo (Buffalo, N.Y.: 
Thomas and Lathrops, 
Publishers, 1855), 79. 
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Advertisement for Oaklands Gardens & Nurseries by Manley & Mason, office was located on Ferry 
Street in the Elmwood District. (1855) 

 
 

From the 1855 Atlas of Erie County. 
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Real Estate Advertisements, Walter G. Hopkins (1890) 
Hopkins, like many other real estate agents at the time, noted a specialty in property in the Elmwood district. 

These advertisements in the 1890 Buffalo Real Estate and Financial News journals constitute the earliest 
identified use of the phrase “Elmwood district” or “Elmwood Avenue district” to refer to this neighborhood.  

From Buffalo Real Estate News, July 15, 1890 (top) and August 15, 1890 (bottom). 
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“Elmwood Avenue near Barker Street.” 
While the exact location of this image is unclear, this does show the lushness of the landscape during the early 

development era in the Elmwood district. Note the streetlights, hitching posts and the broad sidewalks.  
from A History of the City of Buffalo and Niagara Falls (1896), page 56. 
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“Elmwood Avenue” 
Another view looking down Elmwood Avenue, from an unknown location on the street. Note the rail fence at 
the road to the right of the image, and also the curbing, which is still retained in many streets of the Elmwood 
Historic District. The dense canopy of trees, while partially lost on Elmwood Avenue, is still retained on many 

of the streets in the district. 
from A History of the City of Buffalo and Niagara Falls (1896), page 68. 
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Soldiers Circle, part of the Olmsted Park System, 1900 
 

Soldiers Circle is the approach to Lincoln and Chapin Parkways. It was part of Frederick Law Olmsted’s 1868 
park plan for Buffalo and is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

From glass negative, Detroit Publishing Company 
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309-313 Elmwood Avenue, date unknown.  
 

View of homes along the east side of Elmwood Avenue, looking south. 
Courtesy of The Buffalo History Museum 
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Home of E. A. 
Henshaw, 429 
Elmwood Avenue, 
ca. 1901 
Now 431 
Elmwood Avenue 
 
Above is the 
residence in its 
original 
appearance,  like 
many others along 
Elmwood Avenue, 
the residence was 
later converted to 
commercial use 
with a storefront 
addition to the 
front of the 
building, pictured 
below, date 
unknown.  
 
Courtesy of The 
Buffalo History 
Museum 
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Unloading at the Elmwood Gate, Dedication Day of the Pan-American Exposition (1901) 
While the growth and popularity of the Elmwood Historic District preceded Buffalo’s Pan-American 

Exposition, held nearby on grounds adjacent to Elmwood Avenue, the fair did improve Buffalo’s streetcar lines 
in the area, and brought scores of visitors to the area.  

From William Reed Gordon, 90 Years of Buffalo Railway, 1860-1950, International Railway Company 
(Rochester N.Y., 1970), 164. 
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“New Houses in Course of Erection on West Delavan Ave.” (1902) 
 
While the exact location of these houses is unclear, this is an excellent historic image depicting how these 
houses were built in groups by a common builder or developer. Note here the use of horses and mules in the 
construction process. 

 
From Greater Buffalo: A Monthly Publication Devoted to Promoting the Prosperity of the Power City of 

America, October 1902, 28. 
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Detail, previous image 
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“The ‘Elmwood Avenue District’ of Stony Point.” (1902) 
While this map depicts a new neighbor being developed in neighboring Lackawanna, NY, it is interesting that 
W.H. Johnson chooses to associate the desirability of his new development with the Elmwood district, giving 
the sense that if a prospective homeowner could not afford the actual Elmwood district, that this new Osborn 
Heights was equally as attractive. This use of the Elmwood district as almost a sort of brand gives a sense of 

how popular and attractive the Elmwood district was around the turn-of-the-twentieth century.  
From Greater Buffalo: A Monthly Publication Devoted to Promoting the Prosperity of the Power City of 

America, November 1902, 25. 
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“Row of residences on Elmwood Avenue, just north of Bidwell Parkway, three completed and three being 
built by John W. Gibbs, now of the firm of The Niederpruem, Gibbs & Schaaf Co.” (1902) 

While the houses shown here are on the east side of Elmwood Avenue, part of the Elmwood Historic District 
(East), this is an excellent view of houses under construction in the Elmwood district. Note that while built by 

the same builder and sharing some similarities in form and detailing, each house is rendered slightly differently. 
This gives the overall district a cohesive feel, while allowing buyers to feel as if they were purchasing their own 

custom-designed house.  
From Greater Buffalo: A Monthly Publication Devoted to Promoting the Prosperity of the Power City of 

America, December 1902, 20. 
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Detail, left side of previous image 
Note the crude pavement and streetcar lines present on Elmwood Avenue.  
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Detail, right side of previous image 
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The Philip Bartholomay House, 319 Elmwood Avenue (ca. 1904) 
 

The Victorian style of this home is typical to those in the Elmwood District along Elmwood Avenue.  
Courtesy of The Buffalo History Museum 
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Edward H. Webster House, 781 West Ferry, ca. 1908 
 

Built between 1907-1908 and designed by Buffalo architects Esenwein and Johnson for coal and ice magnate 
Edward H. Webster.  

 
From Our County and its people: A descriptive work on Erie County, New York 

Edited by: Truman C. White 
The Boston History Company, Publishes 1898 (online in October 2011) 
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Argyle Park Development Advertisement, 1908 

 
“’Argyle Park,’ an exclusive high-grade residence district, really a semi private park,  

is about to make its bow in Buffalo.”  From “New Semi- private Park to be Located on Site of Y.M.C.A. 
Recreation Park.” The Buffalo Courier, Monday October 31, 1908. 
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“Bidwell Parkway,” (1908) 
A view looking up the Olmsted designed parkway. Visible here is the lush canopy of trees that created the park-

like setting of the street and helped make the Elmwood district so popular for residential development. 
From A History of the City of Buffalo: Its Men and Institutions: Biographical Sketches of Leading Citizens. 

(Buffalo: Buffalo Evening News, 1908), 23. 
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Harry E. Phillips real estate advertisement (1910) 
In this advertisement, Phillips lays out his plan for developing the Elmwood district by construction 20-25 

single and two-family houses. Note some of the amenities he lists.  
From Harry E. Phillips, "To All Renters, Flat Dwellers and Seekers After Homes," advertisement, Buffalo 

Express, November 25, 1910. 
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Emanuel Boasberg House, 1296 Delaware Avenue, ca. 1911 
 

Designed by architects E. B. Green and Associates. 
Courtesy of The Buffalo History Museum 
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Emanuel Boasberg House, 1296 Delaware Avenue, ca. 1911 
 

Plans by E. B. Green and Associates 
Courtesy of Buffalo City Hall Collection  
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“Model of Perfection,” advertisement (1913) 
This advertisement from real estate dealer Harry E. Phillips lays out a plan where a person could purchase a 2-

family house in the Elmwood district and use the rental income to pay for the cost of purchase.  
From Harry E. Phillips, "Model of Perfection," advertisement, Buffalo Live Wire, March 1913. 
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Entrance to Penhurst Park 
Showing stone entry gate (contributing) and recently completed housing. 

From Greater Buffalo: Niagara Frontier, 1914. 
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Larkland Development, 1914 
 

Complex of five homes built for John D. Larkin, president of the Larkin Soap Company. Land was purchased 
from the Dexter Rumsey estate and homes built for the Larkin family between 1910- 1914 along Lincoln 

Parkway to the west, Forest Avenue to the south, Windsor to the east and Rumsey to the north. All homes are 
extant except for the Larkin Sr. House which was demolished in 1939. Stone wall is also a contributing object in 

district. 
 

Source: Larkland History 
by Bonnie Bristol Clesse, Writer / Mary Beth Parrinello, Historian 
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Elmwood Avenue at Summer Street, looking north, date unknown 
 

An early view of Elmwood Avenue with the horse car line tracks clearly visible, which helped to develop the 
Elmwood District. Elmwood started out as a residential street but quickly developed commercially as more 

residents moved into the neighborhood.  
 

Courtesy of The Buffalo History Museum 
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Home of Edward Warren, 20 Lincoln Parkway, ca. 1915 
 

Home was built in 1904, designed by architects Lansing and Beierl and built by Charles A. Berrick & Sons. 
Charles Warren was the home’s second owner. 

From Beautiful Homes of Buffalo, 1915 
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Hopkins Real Estate Advertisement (1926) 
This advertisement from Walter C. Hopkins indicates that the name “Elmwood district” was still associated 

with this neighborhood well into the 1920s when the bulk of the district had been developed.  
From Hopkin's of Buffalo, Inc., "Elmwood District 2 Family Houses," advertisement, Buffalo Morning Express, 

March 28, 1926, sec. 5. 
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"Melbourne Court", date unknown. 
 

Advertisement for Melbourne Court, one of the first townhouse-style apartment complexes  
in the Elmwood Historic District (East), built ca 1930.  

Source: http://www.cyburbia.org/forums/showthread.php?t=40552 
 



 
NPS Form  10-900a  OMB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 
 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet                                  ELMWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT (EAST)                      
    Name of Property 
Section    11     Page     62            Erie County, New York             
   County and State   

 

 
 

800 West Ferry, ca. 1929  
 

The 1929, the 800 West Ferry apartment building was designed by Duane Lyman and  
developed by Darwin R. Martin, son of the Larkin Company executive.  

A contributing wall from the now demolished Gratwick Mansion still remains. 
From 800 West Ferry Street - An Elegant Address, by Alison Fleischmann  

Photo from a Sales brochure from 800 West Ferry, courtesy of Buffaloah.com. 
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800 West Ferry Floor Plan (1929) 
 

Developed by Darwin R. Martin and designed by Duane Lyman 
From 800 West Ferry Sales Brochure, courtesy of Buffaloah.com. 
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Corner of Elmwood Avenue and Breckenridge, by Willard T. Baldy (1940) 
A good example of a commercial conversion of an older house on Elmwood Avenue. 

From Natalie Green Tessier, "The Old Photo Album: Elmwood Avenue," Western New York Heritage, Summer 
2002, 16. 



 
NPS Form  10-900a  OMB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 
 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet                                  ELMWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT (EAST)                      
    Name of Property 
Section    11     Page     65            Erie County, New York             
   County and State   

 

 
 

Elmwood Avenue looking south-west from Cleveland Avenue, by Willard T. Baldy (1940) 
This is an excellent image depicting the transformation of Elmwood Avenue for the automobile. Notice here the 

commercial blocks added to the front of older residential buildings, still barely visible behind. Compare to a 
similar modern view of this area on page 11-88. 

From Natalie Green Tessier, "The Old Photo Album: Elmwood Avenue," Western New York Heritage, Summer 
2002, 16. 
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“Making Way for Progress” (1948) 
Image showing the tree removal on Elmwood Avenue between West Utica Street and Lexington Avenue.  

from Buffalo Courier Express, "Making Way for Progress," April 6, 1948, Courier-Express Daily Pictorial sec. 
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“Elmwood-Utica Section, looking north on Elmwood; Bryant St. in Foreground,” (undated, ca. 1940s/50s) 
Close examination of this undated image reveals an Elmwood Avenue stripped of the majority of its trees and 

transformed with commercial buildings and parking lots.  
from Vertical Files collection, BECPL 

 
 


